
 
M E D I A  F A C T  S H E E T  

SHORELINE RESTORATION PROJECT  

Lower Lake St. Clair Habitat Restoration Project 

F A S T  F A C T S  

Project Lower Lake St. Clair Habitat Restoration Project, known as the Shoreline 
Restoration Project 

Location Ford House, 1100 Lake Shore Road, Grosse Pointe Shores, MI 48236 

Funding Up to $7 million NOAA Transformational Habitat Restoration and Coastal 
Resilience Grant, through the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law and Inflation 
Reduction Act 

Scope Restoration of Ford Cove and nearly one mile of Lake St. Clair shoreline 

Recognition Ranked by NOAA among the top three coastal restoration projects in Michigan 

Status Public opening of the restored shoreline July 7, 2026; ecological work and 
monitoring continue into 2027 

W H A T  T H E  P R O J E C T  D O E S  

• Reduces the impact of waves and flooding along the shoreline 
• Cuts polluted runoff and nutrient loads reaching Lake St. Clair 
• Rebuilds aquatic and shoreline habitat for native Great Lakes species 
• Increases recreational fishing opportunity 
• Opens previously inaccessible shoreline to the public for education and recreation 

B Y  T H E  N U M B E R S  

• 2,140 feet: the only natural shoreline left in Macomb County, out of 31.5 miles that now hold roughly 
10,000 boat slips and 50 marinas 

• 10 times: fish catch rates on the natural Canadian side of Lake St. Clair compared with the hardened U.S. 
side 

• 50,000+ native perennials and 500 trees and shrubs planted to rebuild habitat and hold the shoreline. 
Tens of thousands additional native perennials and hundred more trees/shrubs will be planted later this 
year. 

• 200+ bird species recorded at Ford House, which sits where the Mississippi and Atlantic migratory 
flyways meet 

• 8 to 9 acres: the protected Ford Cove, sheltered from the lake’s wind and wave action 

S P E C I E S  T H A T  S T A N D  T O  B E N E F I T  

• Mussels: seven native species detected in the cove, including the state-concern Heelsplitter, Deertoe, 
and Round Pigtoe, and the endangered Threehorn Wartyback 

• Birds: the state-endangered King Rail, state-threatened Yellow Rail, and special-concern American 
Bittern among 10 species that could benefit 



• Reptiles and amphibians: nine species observed during the study, with suitable habitat for 16 more, 
including a special-concern turtle 

W H A T  O P E N S  T O  V I S I T O R S  

• Universally accessible berm path: about 1,600 feet from the Visitor Center to the Main Residence, 
surfaced with decomposed granite 

• Wetland boardwalk: a wooden walkway about 400 feet long over restored wooded wetlands 
• Bird Island: a hand-built peninsula and bird sanctuary 
• Benson’s Backyard (new): a nature-based play area on Bird Island for children and adults, opening with 

the restored shoreline 

P R O J E C T  T E A M  

Contractors and installers: Catskill served as the main contractor for most of the project, partnering with 
Kanouse Outdoor Restoration. Wildtype and GEI Consultants installed native plants. Landscape Services Inc. 
installed native trees and handled grading, seeding, and mulching. Nash Nursery supplied and installed native 
trees. Kyle Builders Inc. built the boardwalk. Marc Dutton Irrigation Inc. completed the irrigation work, and 
Advantage Electric completed electrical improvements. 

Suppliers and services: Wildtype supplied native plants. Tree Connection supplied trees. Native Connections 
and Michigan Wildflower Farm supplied native seed. InSite Design provided drone photography. 

T I M E L I N E  

• 2023: NOAA-funded feasibility study; grant awarded in June 
• Fall 2025: Phase 1 wetland boardwalk opens 
• Winter 2025 into 2026: Phase 2 shoreline transformation along Ford Cove 
• July 7, 2026: restored shoreline opens to the public 
• Into 2027: ecological restoration and monitoring continue 

Q U O T E S  

“It’s absolutely transformational. At some point in the past, concrete and cement slabs were placed along the 
shoreline of Ford Cove to protect it from erosion. But doing so actually harms the natural habitats of many 
native species. By restoring the shoreline to its natural condition, we can support our local wildlife and provide 
more sustainable care to the estate and its shoreline.” 
Kevin Drotos, Landscape and Natural Areas Manager and Project Manager, Ford House 

“This enormous project will be a turning point for everyone: our guests, members, staff, the community, and 
Mother Nature. We aim to leverage this project to become a leader in environmental stewardship and help 
ensure a more sustainable future.” 
Mark J. Heppner, President and CEO, Ford House 

M E D I A  C O N T A C T  

Tommy Karr, Director of Communication & Engagement, Ford House 
313-453-2047  |  tkarr@fordhouse.org 

Malea Tipton, Communications and Public Relations Manager, Ford House 
947-230-9877  |  mtipton@fordhouse.org 
 
Photos and footage: https://fordhouse.org/ford-house-media-resources/media-library/ 
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F U N D I N G  A C K N O W L E D G M E N T  

The Lower Lake St. Clair Habitat Restoration Project is funded by the NOAA Restoration Center through 
NOAA’s Community-based Restoration Program. Ford House gratefully acknowledges this support, the work 
of the project team above, and the collaboration of the Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and 
Energy (EGLE), the Michigan Department of Natural Resources Fisheries Division, and Macomb County 
Planning and Economic Development. 

A B O U T  F O R D  H O U S E  

Ford House is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit and National Historic Landmark on the shore of Lake St. Clair in Grosse Pointe 
Shores, Michigan. Designed by architect Albert Kahn within an 87-acre landscape by Jens Jensen, it was the home 
of Edsel and Eleanor Ford, who moved in with their family in 1928, and has welcomed the public since 1978. 


